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PERFORMANCE NOTES

The Antikythera mechanism is considered to be one of the world's oldest analog computers known to

humankind. The device was discovered off the coast of the Greek island Antikythera between

1901-1902, although it was thought to have been created between approximately 200 - 60 BC. Similar in

design to a mantel clock, the Antikythera mechanism was thought to have worked primarily as an

astrological calendar, displaying time based off of the sun, moon, and planets over set hours and minutes.

It also had further capabilities such as predicting eclipses, calculate the four-year patterns for the Olympic

Games, and tracking the irregular movements of the moon, in which the velocity at one point is different

from the velocity at another point.

This computer is thought to have been constructed with a substantial amount of different gears, each with

their own purpose. Of its 82 known parts, seven are known to be mechanically important to the functioning

of the device (labelled A - G in alphabetical order). The correlation of the labels for these major fragments

to the seven different musical notes is coincidental in nature, but it provided me an excellent opportunity

to explore when formulating the musical structure of this piece. It should also be noted that the Antikythera

mechanism is a three-dimensional clock - its front faces calculated astrological predictions while its rear faces

track the Olympiad.

The conception for this study began with the creation of seven different musical fragments. These materials are not

motivic or thematic in any sense, but nevertheless, they form the basis for this duet, a unique formation of two different

bass voices at play. The piece bubbles and grinds its way at times (as if exploring the deconstructed form of this analog

computer) and creates various grooves at other moments, demonstrating the full capacity of the computer's technological

power. Ultimately, both basses in this duet converse and improvise off of each other, conjuring up the wonders which

comprise the Antikythera mechanism and demonstrating the methods of study, analysis, and research that would

continue to be implemented further as technology improved over the centuries worldwide.

Diamond noteheads indicate multiphonics. All multiphonics are open-ended and left up to the player's

discretion based on the articulation, dynamics, character, and style of the particular passage it appears in.

x-noteheads indicate slap-tonguing.

The bass clarinet part switches between bass clef and treble clef in this transposed score, while the individual

part is fully in treble clef.

An additional, OPTIONAL part for Baritone Saxophone is also available upon request.

PROGRAM NOTES

www.joshtrentadue.com

PLEASE DIRECT ALL QUERIES TO:
josh@joshtrentadue.com

(artistic and technical questions, errata submissions, purchasing music, commissions/arranging, submitting performances,
additional licensing requests such as for commercial recordings or marching band performances, live and virtual

residency/workshop scheduling, saying hello, sending food/drink/music/book/video game recommendations, and more!!)

FOLLOW ME ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, SOUNDCLOUD: @trentaduemotif

YOUTUBE: www.youtube.com/c/JoshTrentadue

Printed and Engraved in the USA.
First Printing: May 2018
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Slightly Slower q = 120 - 126 (Take meas. 186 - 189 even slower if needed).
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